. there was no business for the house of Muraki. But they
had great stores unsold and tnese continued westward to
America and to Europe. I-wan busied himself in checking
off inventories and arranging for packii^g and shipping
boxes and crates of rugs and tapestries, potteries and
china, furniture and scrolls, and all the confusion of the
cheap and valuable which made the business.
Then one day he received a cable from his father.
Afterwards it seemed strange to him that it had come to
him through Bunji. But at the moment he had not had time
to think of that. Bunji sent for him one morning, and
when I-wan went to see why he was wanted, Bunji handed
him an envelope and sat watching as he tore it open,
It was from his father. *I-ko arriving seventeenth at
Yokohama on S.S. Balmoral. Meet him at dock.* The
seventeenth was two days away.
'Your brother is coming?9 Bunji asked.
'How did you know?' I-wan asked surprised.
*My father wishes to send a present to your father, if
your brother will be so kind/ Bunji replied obliquely.
'How did Mr. Muraki know?' I-wan asked.
'He received the cablegram* of course/  Bunji said
calmly.   *It was sent to the house and he read it/
'Why?' I-wan asked.
'To know whether it was important, of course/ Bunji
answered as if surprised.
I-wan was about to retort, 'But it was my cablegram!*
but this would be rude towards Mr. Muraki who perhaps
had no sense of wrong done. So instead he said, Tlease
thank Mr. Muraki/
Did he imagine Bunji was watching him strangely?
'I suppose it is necessary for you to go/ he continued.
'Certainly I feel it is/ I-wan replied firmly.
He had been half thinking as he stood there that he
might take Tama and the boys to show them off to one of
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